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These became the eight islets;

Let devotees hear the greatness of Jambudvipa,
To describe every detail of ft,
There is no end; knowers must telL

The eight islets (Upadvipas) mentioned are
Svarnaprastha, Candrasukia, Avartana, Ramanaka,
Mandara Harina, Pancajanya, Simhala and Lanka.
The capitals of these islets bear similar names. The
Puranas say that sixty thousand sons of Sagara
Cakravarti went with their servants to find out the
stolen horse meant for sacrifice. Thinking that the
horse might have been taken down into the nether-
worlds, they began to dig the sea and raised big heaps
of earth. These, in course of time, became the eight
islets.

'In it5 means in the salt-water^ ocean mentioned;

it also means, with in the Jambudvipa where there are
continents and their seas. As we know Simhala or Cey-
lon is just to the south of Bharatadesa. The Lanka of
Ravana is said to lie one hundred yojanas away from
the southern tip of this country. Therefore, it must also
be within the Indian Ocean, 600-800 miles away from
Cape Comerin or the pier of Dhanuskoti. One, Sampat
lyengar, B.Sc., has in his calendar, argued that Lanka
is some where in the Indian ocean, 600-800 miles away
in the south-west direction.

From what has been gathered so far, we can say
that the sons of Sagaracakravarti dug holes in the
oceans around Bharatakhanda - Indian Ocean, Pacific
Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean. Since Bharatadesa is
the chiefest part of Jambudvipa, it being the rallying
point of Karmabhumi, and since the Puranas were ad-
dressed to the people of this country, it is but natural to
talk more about it only. A few of the eight islets may
be in the_bigger salt-water ocean too. For example,
Candradvipa is said to be to the west of Uttara Kuru
Khanda within the 'Lavana Samudra\ More about this
may be leamt irom the supplement (Chapter XII)